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STATE
EC notifies
3rd phase of

] K Assembly

elections
Srinagar

The Election Commis-

sion of India on Thurs-

day issued a notification

tor the third and final

phise of the Legislitive
Acsemb]) polls Jam-
mi and Kashmir.,

The notification was

issued for 40 assenibl
constituencies, Epl\!n&
ACTOSE am—

| TOPSTORY, Deun Friser 06, Serrensace 2024 |

All vacant posts of Punjabi teachers in
govt schools to be filled says CM Mann

Komil Ramala
Inshiarpur (Punjab)

unjab Chiel Min-
ister Bhagwant
Mann on Thursday

announced filling of all
vacant posts of Punjabi
teachers in government
sehools on & priorty o
further promote the lan-

unge.
B a gather-

mulla, Bandipors, Ud-
hammpur, Kathua, Samba,
and  Jammu d.i%lrh;,
where polling w
held on Oetober 1.
In Kaﬁllmir ﬂn’lﬂoﬂ

ing during a state-leve]
funetion to mark teach-
ers day, the chief min-
mersm& it was the need
of the hour for further
Pmmou'ng the Punjabi

16
encies will ] Il.n
while in Ja:gzm n-i::on
voting will be held on 24
seats.

The seats going to polls
in Kashmir are Karnah,
Trehgam, Kupwara, Lo-
lab, Handwara, Langate,
Snpureu Rnﬁal‘ad Uni,

The state government
is du?l -bound to pro-
mote the mother tongue
of every Punjabi and
no stone will be left un-
turned for it, he said.

Mann also exhorted
the students to speak
and wirite the Punjali

Wagoora-Kreeri, Pattan,
Sonawari, Bandipora,
and Gures (8T).

In Jammu division,
the constituencies go-
ing to palls are Udham-
pur West, Udhampar
East, Chenani, Ram-
nangar (SC), Bani, Bill-
awar, Basohli, Jasrota,
Kathua (SC), Hira:
Ramgarh (SC) S
and Vijaypur, Bishnah’
(¢

SC).

Suchetgarh (SC), R
5 Pura, Jammu South,
Bahu, Jammu East, Na-
Jammu - West,

Marh

are
constitueneies gaing to
polls in the region.

According to the noti-
fication, the last date for
filing nominations for
this is Sey

12, while the serutiny of
the nomination papers
will toke place on Sep-
‘The last date
for withdrawal of candi-
dature is September 17,

The polling for the first
two of polls in
Jammu and Kashmir will
be held on September 18
and September 25,

Haryana elections
JIP's Dushyant
Chautala files
nomination from

Uchana Kalan

Chandigarh
AP leader nnd former
Haryana deputy chief
minister Drushyant
Chautala on Thuorsday
filed his nomination for

the Octobeér 5 polls from
the Uchana Kalon seat in
Jind district.

Dushyant Chauta-

la (36);, who is seeking
re-election from the seat,
was accompanied by his
mother ond Jannayak
Jania Party (IIP) MLA
Naina Chautala as he
filed his nomination on
the first day of filing the

papers
|he 2og elections,
Dushyant Chautela de-
feated Prem Lata, the
wife of veteran leader
Birender Singh, who was
with the BJP ot that time.

Ex-Union  minister
Bln\'ndl-r Singh, and hls
son B dra Singh -

s0 that they
remain acqiainted wit
their heritage.

The chief minister
satid vacaneies in & large
number of posts in the
education  department
were affecting studies.

In consonance with
the state government's

commitment to make
Punjeb @ frontrunner
state in education, his
dispensation has alveady
taken "path-breaking in-
itiatives” to give a boost
to the sector. For the
first time in the history
of Punjab, & mega par-
ent-teachers’  meeting
wis organised in gov-
emment schools across
the state, Mann said.
Asserting that he is

Punjab Cabinet gives
nod to formulate new
agriculture policy

Chandigarh
The Punjeh Cabinet led
by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann on
Thursday gave nod to
formulate a new Agricul-
ture policy in the state
for ensuring the welfare
of the farmers on one

and giving impetus
to the food production
on the ather.

A decision to this effect
wastaken in a meeting of
the Council of Ministers
held under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Mimister at his official
residence on Thursduy,

Disclosing this here to-
day, spokesperson of the
Chief Minister’s Office
snid that with the tradi-
tional agriculture in the
state reaching a stage of
plateau, it is imperative
to formulate a robust ag-
riculture paolicy fo give
boost to produc-
tion. It is also necessary
for saving the gmunﬂ-
water for our coming
genemmns nnd nmkmg

nues of employment for
the youth of the state
thereby ing them
an integeal part af the
socio-economic  growth
of Punjab, This po]l(:\.
will focus on i
transforming Education
in the state so that youth
can be immensely bene-
fited from it.

The Cabinet also gave
its consent to expand
the ambit of the OTS
10 for pending VAT
cases for befitting the
maximum  number  of
teaders. 1t was observed
that the ongoing scheme
has immensely  bene-
fited the traders and
in comparison to the
previous schemes, that
were totally flop, the
state government had
earned Rs 164 erore
more than the previous
fiseal years through this
OTS scheme. The formal
orders for the expansion
of this scheme will be is-
sued shortly.

In order to enhance
the Government Rev-
enue, the Cabinet also
gave nod to enhance
VAT rate on Diesel from
12.00 reent+  10%
Surcharge or rupess Rs
10.02 per litre (including
Surcharge), whichever i
greater to 15.09 % + 10%
Surchorge or Rupees
10.9¢4 per litre {including
Surcharge) whichever 5
greater, Likewise, VAT
rate on I’e(ro] has been

venture. It waa decuiucl
that the new agricul-
ture policy will be for-
mulated by tuking into
confidence all the major
stakeholders,

The Cabinet also gave
its mnmm-nm for in-

former THisar MP -- u‘e
nowe with the Congress.
Meanwhile, JJP chief
Ajay  Singh  Chautala,
when asked how mnné
seats his party woul
win, told reporters, "In
a demoeracy, this right
Ties with the voters.."
Responding to ques-
tions ahout the JJPs
strategy for the polls,
the former MP said,
“The kind of situation
vevailing in the state,
no party will get a clear
majority, Tie-ups will be
needed to form the next
Bovernment.”

Policy in the state for
giving major thrust to
=kill and technical hased
education. This will help
in opening new  ave-

from 1574
%e 10% Sumhnrgc or
Rupees 14.32 per litre
(including ~ Surcharge),
whichever is  greater
to 16,52 % + 1w0% Sur-
charge or Ru w1488
per litre [mr. uding Sur-
charge) whichever i
iter, As a result, the
AT rate of Diesel will
inerease by 92 paise per
litre and that of Petrol
will increase by 0.61 ru-
pee per litre.

there to resolve all the is-
sues faced by the teach-
ing fraternity, Mann
siid that as the son of
a teacher, he knew the
problems of teachers
very well and added he
was duty bound to re-
solve all of them.

The state exchequer
belongs to the peaple
and every single penny
will be judiciously ut]
lised for the wellbeing

The government is
laying a majot thrust

Addressing a gather-
ing during a state-lev-
el function to mark
teacher's day, the chief
minister said it was
the need of the hour
for further promoting

the Punjabi language. ]

sure that teachers can
learn about the ad-
vanced practices in the
education sector across
the globe, he said.
Schools have heen
equipped with the latest
technology to impart
quallt)t Dlgaucmion. the
‘Bchools of Eminence’
have transformed
destiny of the stote's
le. As many as 158
udents of government
schools have, for the
first time, cleared the
coveted joint entrance

on overhaul of
the education system.
1t is regularly sending
school principals a
teachers to  eminent
institutes  within  the
country and abroad for
upd'ltmg their exper-
tise, Mann said.

The motive is 10 en-

Mann

This is just the be-
ginning as more such
results will be visible
in the coming days
for which the Punjab
government is making
strenuous  efforts,  he
o .

Punjab clinched "Best Performing State
Award" in India under AIF Scheme

nh has haen recog-
E:iyd as "The Best P?IE-
forming State” under
the Agriculture Infra-
structure  Fund  (ALF)
Scheme for the year
2023-24. The award was
presented 1o Punjab by
Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Min-
ister Mr. Shivraj Singh
Chauhan during the ATF
Excellence Awards Cere-
mony held at the Nation-
al Agriculture Science
Complex, New Delhi, by
the Department of Ag-
riculture and Farmers
Welfare, Government of
India.
Horticulture  Minister
5. Chetan Sm,gh Joura-

i ing and a
dedicated Project Moni-
toring Unit (PMU) with-
in the Department of
Torticulture (State Nod-
al ney for ATF), the
numbers soared to new
high. By the financial
ilal 2022-23, the state

ad sanctioned 3,480
projects, which nearly
quadrupled to 12,069
by the financial vear
2023-24. As of A
2024, the total number
of sanctioned projects
stands at 16,680.

Notably, these pro-
Jects represent a sub-
stantial investment of
6,626 crores aimed at
bolstering  agricultural
infrestructure. Of this,
ipating banks have

magra d the
department officials and
the entire AIF team, ap-
planding their efforts for
elevating the scheme to
new heights,

The coveted award
was  handed over 1o
Ilorticulture Minister S.
Chetan Singh Jourama-
jraat his office today by
Direetor  Harticulture
Mrs. Shailender Kaur
1FS, Joint Director Mr.
Tajinder Bajwa, Deputy
Director Harpreet Singh,
and AIF Team Leader
Ms. Ravdeep Kaur.

he Cabinet Minister
hlghhghwd Pumjab’s re-

appruwtl term loans to-
taling 3,041 erores, sig-

support fmm Sh. KAP
Sinha, Special Chief

Secretary, Government
af Punjab. Remarkably,
over T0% of the benefi-
ciaries of AIF in Punjab
are farmers.

The Cabinet Minister
stated that this achieve-
ment is  highlighting
Punjab's  progressive
role in extending hene-
fits of the schemae tothe
agriculture community
and sets a benchmark
in scheme implementa-
tion in the agriculture
sector.

Director Horticul-
ture Mrs, Shailender
Kaur mentioned that
PM  Kusum Compo-
nent-A  and  integrat-
ed primary-secondary

Rebellion in BJP minister
Ranjit Chautala MLA Napa
quit after denied ticket

Chandigarh
A day after the ruling
BJP announced its first
list of 67 candidares for
the October 5 Haryana

uasemblh lls, the par-
ty l'amvf rr:jhell' n vi"rth
minister  Ranjit  Sin-
gh Chaotala and MLA
Lakshman Dass Napa

who were denied ticket
quitting the party.
Energy and Jails

Minister Ranjit Chau-
tala (79), son of former
deputy prime minister
Devi Lal, said he took
n deeision after a meet-
ing with his supporters
and will now entel the
fray as an Independent.

Napa quit t
after beiny dcmufa
et while former m[mr.
ter Karan Dev Kamboj
also sleppl.'d down as
state BJF's OBC Mor-
cha chief after party ig-
nored his candidature.

The rebel trouble for
BJP started shortly af-
ter it came out with the
first list of i
as it left many sulking.

While Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini
sought to downplay the
events, former minis-
ter Savitri Jindal, who

had quit the Congress
and joined the BJP in
March, days after her
son and  industrial-
ist Naveen Jindal had
a!so;mm‘d the saffron

said she will
tht from Hisar, even
as an Independent.

After quitting  the
party, Napa met for-
mer chief  minister
Bhupinder Singh Hoo-
da at his residence in
the national capital in
the morning and later
joincd the the Con-
gress in the evening
along with his sup-
parters in the national
capital in the presence
of the former chicl
minister.

Hooda, while wel-
coming him and his
supporters into  the
party fold, said. "Napa
and ‘those who ]onm-d
our party with him

have taken the right
decision at the right

time."

“This decision _will
prove to be helpful
in ousting BJP from
power  and  paving
way for formation of a
Congress government
with a big majority,”
he added.

Meanwhile, - speak-
ing to reporters in
Kurukshetra in the af-
ternonn  before Napa
joined the Congress,
Chief Minister Nayab
Bingh Saini sought to
downplay the events,
saying, "No one has
left the party... Karan
Dev I&m j  and
Lakshman Napa arc
our senior leaders...
we will make them un-

derstand.”
Ranjit Chautala
called a meeting of his

supporters after the
party ignored his can-
didature from Rania
segment in Sirsa dis-
trict.

"I took the decision
after consulting my
supporters,” he said
when asked about his
maove.

"I had good relations
with them (BJP). They

ve me Lok Sab-
ha ticket (from His-
ar, which he fought
unsuecessfully).  But
don’t know on whose
advice they have act-
ed. 1 will say anyone
who has given them
this advice has caused
damage to the party,”
Chantala said.

am Chaudhary
Devi Lal's son. 1 have
some stature... [ have
decided to contest as
an_Independent,” he
said, while adding he
has resigned as min-
l!-l{.‘rﬂ-llCFnIJLL the BJP,

Ch amr.in was hoping
to contest from Rania
seat but the BJP field-

Shishpal Kamboj
instead.

Ranjit had resigned
a5 Independent MLA
from Rania ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls
to join the BJP and
fought the Hisar par-
limmentary seal unsue-
cessfully.
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Punjab. Major apply for proj such

of projects emﬂ)hshed a5 mushroom farming,

through the scheme in J/greenh

Punjab include custom sﬂups. vertical farm-

hiring centers, primary  ing, hydroponic  and ol
processing centers, sort-  aeroponic ning, as

mg-grading units, cold
stores, infrastructure for
post-harvest  manage-
ment, salar pumps and
solar panels on existing
infrastructure, ete.

The scheme hes been
actively promoted and

not-

that in FY 2021-22,
anly 164 projects were
approved. However,
with the intraduction of

in Punjab un-
der the leadership of 5.
Chetan Singh Jourama-
jra, Minister of Horti-
culture, with strategic

of Secton 186 act cihir applzatie prvsale.
W, of o Compimis Ak 2010 "o ) acd with ks 20 o 6 Compmemss
and

well as logistics facil-
ities. These additions
present further appor-
tunities for farmers and
entrepreneurs  in the
state to adopt modern
farming techniques and
infrastructure., Punjab
will continue to benefit
from AIF Scheme, as its
latest expansion makes
the scl more inelu-
sive, she added.

BJP MLA Laxman Napa joins Congress
along with thousands of supporters

“Eﬁt*:\-"

&=

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Ratia BJP MLA Laxman
MNapa has joined Con-
gress along with thou-
sands of his support-
ers. He took Congress
memhersl\i?" under
the leadesship of for-
mer Chief Minister
and Leader of Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh
l[rmdil and Iluryunn

MF Deepender Hooda
was also present on
this

He said that Lax-
man Napa and his
have taken

Along with Laxman
Napa, 22 Sarpanchs
of the constituency,
Block Samiti Chair-
man Representative
Gurtej Singh and Vice
Chairman  Kuoldeep
Singh Manak also
joined Congress,
ikmdn nnd Udaybhan

L'h audha ry L(Ialhhan

d everyone to
the party.

the right decision at
the right time. “This
decision will prove to
be helpful in oustin
BJIP from power an
forming a Congress
overnment with a
ig majority,” Heoda
said,

The list of leaders
and officials  joining
Congress is attached-
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